Ceremony Music…the basics.
The most basic ceremony musical setup involves a minimum of three types of songs: preludes, processionals, and recessionals. Prelude music is light, ambient music that sets the mood while guests are being seated and waiting for the ceremony to begin. It usually begins when the doors open, or as early as 45 minutes prior to but no later than 20 minutes before the beginning of the ceremony. 

Next is the processional, which accompanies the entry of the extended wedding party -- family, bridal party, and bride. The same song can be used for each, but we love the idea of changing to another song when the bride enters to add drama and highlight her entrance. 
At the conclusion of the ceremony, the recessional plays. As the name implies, this music accompanies you as you recess (that is, make your exit) and is traditionally bright and lively -- a reflection of your joy.
Now, depending on what style of ceremony you desire, will depend on your music! If you want to use classical music, the next few paragraphs will help you. Some couples want a more ‘modern’ wedding ceremony, seeking to have a more contemporary ceremony. You’ll need to skip down to the Contemporary Music section!

(Courtesy of Wikipedia)
A contemporary American wedding ceremony, most often held in a church, typically begins with 20-30 minutes of prelude music. This generally includes reflective pieces such as Bach's "Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring". Uses of string quartets and harps have in modern times increased in popularity, sometimes replacing the customary organ. After the prelude, there is generally special music for the seating of the mothers and grandmothers. A popular selection in the United States is the Canon in D by Johann Pachelbel. Then the bridal party (bridesmaids) proceeds down the aisle, followed by the bride -- often escorted by her father. They arrive at the church altar where the groom, groomsmen and minister are assembled. This bridal march is accompanied by a processional tune. For over 100 years the most popular processional has been Wagner's Bridal Chorus from Lohengrin (1850), often called "Here Comes The Bride." This has been historically played by an organist. Since the televised wedding of Lady Diana to Prince Charles, there has been an upsurge in popularity of Jeremiah Clarke's "Trumpet Voluntary," aka The Prince of Denmark's March, formerly attributed to Clarke's teacher, Henry Purcell.

During the service there may be a few hymns, especially in liturgical settings. Optional solos and a short piece for the lighting of the Unity Candle may also occur. At the end of the service, the bride and groom march down the aisle to a lively recessional tune, the most popular tune being Mendelssohn's Wedding March from A Midsummer Night's Dream (1826). Another popular choice is Widor's Toccata from Symphony No. 5 (1880). The ceremony concludes with an instrumental postlude as the guests depart.

I recommend that couples go to amazon.com and do a quick search for any of these titles. Amazon has an MP3 excerpt for most songs, allowing you to get a sense of the music.

Prelude Music Suggestions, courtesy of TheKnot.com

Traditional/Classic
1. "A Rose Is Gently Blooming," Op. 122, No. 8, (Johannes Brahms)
2. "Adagio for Strings" (Samuel Barber)
3. "Air on the G String" (Johann S. Bach)
4. "Aria, Bist du bei mir" (Be thou near me), BWV 508, (Johann S. Bach)
5. "Awake My Heart with Gladness," (Flor Peeters)
6. "Chorale in A Minor," Adagio, (Cesar Franck)
7. "Concerto in D Minor," Adagio, (Tomaso Albinoni)
8. "Largo" from (Xerxes), (George Frederic Handel)
9. "Perfect Love" (Sir Joseph Barnby)
10. "Rhosymedre" (Ralph Vaughan Williams)
11. "Serenade" (from String Quartet Op. 3 No. 5), (Franz Joseph Haydn)
12. "Serenade" (Franz Schubert)
13. "Sheep May Safely Graze" (Johann S. Bach)
14. "Sonata in G Minor for Flute and Organ" (George F. Handel)
15. "Toccata in E Minor" (Johann Pachelbel)
16. "Violin Concerto in A" (Franz Joseph Haydn)
17. "Water Music" (George F. Handel)

Traditional Alternatives


18. "Carolan's Welcome" (Irish Traditional)
19. "Concerto Grosso in D Major," Op. 3, No. 6 (Vivace), (George Frederic Handel)
20. "Courante" (from Three Lute Dances), (Anthoine Francisque)
21. "Gymnopedie No. 1" (Erik Satie)
22. "Nessun Dorma" (from Turandot), (Giacomo Puccini)
23. "Nocturne in E Flat" Op. 9, No. 2, (Frederic Chopin)
24. "Oboe Concerto in D Minor," Adagio, (Alessandro Marcello)
25. "Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun" (Claude Debussy)
26. "Romance" Op. 44, No. 1, (Anton Rubenstein)
27. "Sei Lob und Preis mit Ehren" (Johann S. Bach)
28. "Sonata in E Flat," Adagio, (Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart)
29. "Violin Concerto No. 2 in E Major," Allegro assai, (Johann S. Bach)
30. "Vocalise" (Sergei Rachmaninoff)

Contemporary


31. "All I Ask Of You" (from Phantom of the Opera), (Andrew Lloyd Webber)
32. "Angel Eyes" (Jim Brickman)
33. "Evergreen" (Barbra Streisand)
34. "Longer" (Dan Fogelberg)
35. "Paris Nocturne" (Dan Fogelberg)
36. "The Gift" (Jim Brickman)
37. "Truly" (Lionel Richie)
38. "Wedding Song" (The Band)
39. "You and I" (Stevie Wonder)

Religious/Sacred


40. "Ave Verum Corpus" (Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart)
41. "Benediction Nuptiale" (Camille Saint-Saens)
42. "Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring" (from Cantata 147), (Johann S. Bach)
43. "Liebster Jesu, Wir Sind Hier (Blessed Jesus, We Are Here)," BWV 633, (Johann S. Bach)
44. "Praise To The Lord" (Johann G. Walther)
45. "Prelude" on the "Old 110th," (John Joubert)

The moment you (and your guests) have all been waiting for deserves an equally exciting musical accompaniment. Don't worry if "Here Comes the Bride" (Wagner's "Bridal Chorus") isn't your speed -- you have plenty of alternatives. Here are 35 ideas to accompany you, and everyone else in your party, as you walk down the aisle.

Processional Music Suggestions, courtesy of TheKnot.com
Traditional/Classic


1. "Air" (from Water Music Suite), (George F. Handel)
2. "Bridal Chorus" (from Lohengrin), (Richard Wagner)
3. "Canon in D" (Johann Pachelbel)
4. "Procession of Joy" (Hal Hopson)
5. "Rigaudon" (Andre Campra)
6. "Spring" (from The Four Seasons), (Antonio Vivaldi)
7. "Te Deum" (Marc-Antoine Charpentier)
8. "The Prince of Denmark's March" (Jeremiah Clarke)
9. "Trumpet Tune" (Henry Purcell)
10. "Trumpet Voluntary" (Jeremiah Clarke)
11. "Trumpet Voluntary" (John Stanley)
12. "Wedding March" (from The Marriage of Figaro), (Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart)

Traditional Alternatives


13. "Canzon V" (Giovanni Gabrieli)
14. "Coronation March for Czar Alexander III" (Peter I. Tchaikovsky)
15. "Overture" (from Royal Fireworks Music), (George Frederic Handel)
16. "Promenade" (from Pictures at an Exhibition), (Modest Mussorgsky)
17. "Romeo and Juliet Love Theme" (Tchaikovsky)
18. "Sinfonia" (from Cantata No. 156), (Johann S. Bach)
19. "Toccata" (from L'Orfeo), (Claudio Monteverdi)
20. "Trumpet Tune in A-Major" (David N. Johnson)
21. "Sonatas for Organ, Op. 65, No. 3 (con moto maestoso)," (Felix Mendelssohn)
22. "Winter," Largo, (from The Four Seasons), (Antonio Vivaldi)

Contemporary


23. "Appalachia Waltz" (Yo-Yo Ma, Edgar Meyer, Mark O'Connor)
24. "Sunrise, Sunset" (from Fiddler on the Roof), (Sheldon Harnick & Jerry Bock)
25. "The Look of Love" (Dionne Warwick/Burt Bacharach)
26. "The Vow" (Jeremy Lubbock)
27. "To A Wild Rose" (Edward MacDowell)
28. "Flatbush Waltz" (Andy Statman)
29. "Wedding Processional" (from The Sound of Music), (Richard Rodgers & Oscar Hammerstein)

Religious/Sacred


30. "All People That On Earth Do Dwell" ("Old 100th" hymn)
31. "Dona Nobis Pacem" (16th century hymn)
32. "Hanava Babanot" (A Love Song), (Neeman)
33. "St. Anthony's Chorale" (Franz Joseph Haydn)
34. "Hymn Fanfare from The Triumphant" (Francois Couperin)
35. "Scalero de Oro" (traditional Sephardic)

Musical interludes are a great way to add symbolic meaning or dramatize important moments (like lighting the unity candle or signing the ketubah). Here are 55 vocal and instrumental suggestions:

Interlude Music Suggestions courtesy of TheKnot.com

Traditional/Classic 


1. "Adagio" (Felix Mendelssohn)
2. "Andantino" (Cesar Franck)
3. "Arioso" (Johann S. Bach)
4. "Cantabile in B-Flat Major (BI 84)" (Frederic Chopin)
5. "Ch'il bel sogno di doretta" (from La Rondine) (Giacomo Puccini)
6. "Clair de Lune" (Claude Debussy)
7. "Flower Duet" (from Lakme), (Leo Delibes)
8. "Lento con tenerezza" (Enrique Granados)
9. "Love That Will Not Let Me Go" (Albert L. Peace)
10. "Meditation" (from Thais), (Jules Massenet)
11. "Minuet" (from Berenice), (George F. Handel)
12. "Minuet, Melody" (from Orfeo ed Euriduce), (Christoph W. Gluck)
13. "O mio babbino caro" (from Gianni Schicchi), (Giacomo Puccini)
14. "Romanza" (Ludwig van Beethoven)
15. "Salut D'Amour" (Sir Edward Elgar)
16. "Still, Still With Thee" (Felix Mendelssohn)
17. "The River Is Wide" (Tune: "Waly Waly," traditional English)
18. "Through the Eyes of Love" (theme from Ice Castles), (Carole Sager & Marvin Hamlisch)
19. "Verset," (Leon Boellmann)
20. "Wedding Song (There Is Love)" (arr. by Richard Bradley)
21. "Where e'er You Walk" (from Semele), (George F. Handel)
22. "Whither Thou Goest," (Thomas Dewey)

Traditional Alternatives

23. "Barcarolle" (from Tales of Hoffman), (Jacques Offenbach)
24. "Pavane" (Gabriel Faure)
25. "Reverie" (Claude Debussy)
26. "The Call" (Vaughan Williams)
27. "Unconditional" (Will Ackerman)

Contemporary

28. "A Simple Song" (Leonard Bernstein)
29. "Annie's Song" (John Denver)
30. "Benedictus" (Simon & Garfunkel)
31. "Grow Old With Me" (John Lennon or Mary Chapin Carpenter)
32. "Kind & Generous" (Natalie Merchant)
33. "One Hand, One Heart" (from West Side Story), (Leondard Bernstein & Stephen Sondheim)
34. "Take My Breath Away" (Tuck & Patti)
35. "Thank You" (Led Zeppelin)
36. "The Water Is Wide" (James Taylor)

Religious/Sacred

37. "All Things Bright and Beautiful" (traditional hymn)
38. "Amazing Grace" (traditional)
39. "Ave Maria" (Johann S. Bach/Charles Gounod)
40. "Ave Maria" (Franz Schubert)
41. "Dodi Li" (traditional Jewish)
42. "Erev Ba" (traditional Jewish)
43. "Erhame dich" (from St. Matthew's Passion), (Johann S. Bach)
44. "In This Very Room" (Ron & Carol Harris)
45. "Jerusalem of Gold" (traditional Jewish)
46. "Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee" (traditional hymn)
47. "Let the Bright Seraphim" (George F. Handel)
48. "Love Divine, All Love's Excelling" (traditional hymn)
49. "Morning Has Broken" (traditional)

After you're pronounced husband and wife, you'll want to follow up with a triumphant fanfare. Your recessional should inspire your guests to stand up and cheer you on as you make your way down the aisle. Here are 36 favorites:
Ressessional Music Suggestions courtesy of TheKnot.com

Traditional/Classic


1. "Allegro Maestoso" (from Water Music Suite), (George F. Handel)
2. "Brandenburg Concerto No. 1," Allegro, (Johann S. Bach)
3. "Brandenburg Concerto No. 4," Allegro, (Johann S. Bach)
4. "Coronation March" (from Crown imperial), (Sir William Walton)
5. "Fugue in E-Flat Major" (from St. Anne), (Johann S. Bach)
6. "Hallelujah Chorus" (from The Messiah), (George F. Handel)
7. "Hornpipe" (from Water Music Suite), (George F. Handel)
8. "Ode to Joy" (Ludwig van Beethoven)
9. "Spring," Allegro, (from The Four Seasons), (Antonio Vivaldi)
10. "The Arrival of the Queen of Sheba" (George F. Handel)
11. "Toccata" (from Symphonie 5, opus 42), (Charles-Marie Widor)
12. "Trumpet Tune and Bell Symphony," (Henry Purcell)
13. "Tuba Tune in D" (Craig Sellar Lang)
14. "Wedding March" (from A Midsummer Night's Dream), (Felix Mendelssohn)

Traditional Alternatives


15. "Badinerie" (from Orchestral Suite No. 2), (Johann S. Bach)
16. "Concerto grosso in D Minor," Op. 2, No. 3 (Presto), (Francesco Geminiani)
17. "Rondeau" (from Abdelezar), (Henry Purcell)
18. "Rondeau" (theme from Masterpiece Theater), (Jean Joseph Mouret)
19. "Sonata in G Major" (Giuseppe Tartini)
20. "Triumphal March" (Edvard Grieg)
21. "Variations on the Kanon by Pachelbel" (George Winston)

Contemporary


22. "Anthem" (Suzanne Ciani)
23. "Beautiful Day" (U2)
24. "From This Moment On" (Cole Porter)
25. "Linus & Lucy" (Peanuts Theme), (Vince Guaraldi)
26. "Little Martha" (Allman Brothers Band)
27. "Oh! You Pretty Things" (David Bowie)
28. "Signed, Sealed, Delivered" (Stevie Wonder)
29. "Sunshine of My Life" (Stevie Wonder)
30. "The Long and Winding Road" (The Beatles)

Religious/Sacred


31. "Exultate, Jubilate" (Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart)
32. "Joy" (George Winston)
33. "Now Thank We All Our God" (Johann S. Bach)
34. "Now Thank We All Our God" (Sigfried Karg-Elert)
35. "Psalm 19" (Benedetto Marcello)
It ain't over 'til it's over. Planning a postlude -- continuous music that plays as guests exit the ceremony space -- is optional. If you have a large guest list, however, you might want to account for about 10 minutes worth of music following the recessional (although you probably wouldn't list it in your program). The aim? Making sure your guests exit quickly and elegantly to the sound of music rather than rustling feet. Try to keep the mood upbeat and celebratory. Here are some options:


Postlude Music Suggestions courtesy of TheKnot.com


1. "Allegro Maestoso for Organ in C Major" (Felix Mendelssohn)
2. "Carillon de Westminster" (Louis Vierne)
3. "Feelin' Alright" (Joe Cocker)
4. "For The Beauty Of The Earth" (traditional hymn)
5. "Great Is Thy Faithfulness" (William M. Runyan)
6. "Harp Concerto in B Flat Major: Allegro Moderato" (George F. Handel)
7. "La Rejouissance" (George F. Handel)
8. "Musette's Waltz" (from La Boheme), (Giacomo Puccini)
9. "Now Thank We All Our God" (Sigfried Karg-Elert)
10. "Oh! Had I Jubal's Lyre" (George F. Handel)
11. "Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini" (Sergi Rachmaninoff)
12. "String Quartet in C Major, Op. 76, No. 3: Allegro (Austrian Hymn)" (Franz Joseph Haydn) 
13. "Trumpet Voluntary" (Jeremiah Clarke)
14. "To God Be the Glory" (William H. Doane)
15. "When the Saints Go Marching In" (traditional)
